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REVIEW NOI'ICE 

'!his report has been revie.wed by the Office of Toxic Substances, EPA 

and approved for publication. Approval does not signify that the contents 

necessarily reflect the vie.ws and policies of the Environmental Protection 

Agency, nor does ITT2J1tion of trade narres or corrrnercial prc<lucts constitute 

endorserrent or recanrrendation for use. 
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ABSTRACT 

This docurrent presents the current state of knCMledge about the production, 

usage, and distribution of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in the United States. 

The information presented is derived fran detailed studies on the production and 

first tier user industries, the past and present generation and disposition of PCB­

oontaining wastes, envirorurental transport and cumulative loads, potential alterna­

tives to PCBs usage, inadvertent losses to and potential formation in the environ­

rrent, and current regulatory authorities for PCBs control. These results indicated 

that, although PCBs content of industrial wastes can be reduced through various 

approaches (treatment, substitution, etc.), there exists a potentially severe future 

hazard in the fonn of large arrounts of PCBs currently contained in land disposal 

sites. Further definition of this and other aspects of the PCBs problem, and 

detennination of ways to minimize the hazard, are recanrended. 
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